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Friday, March 13, 2020 

Dear EPS Employees,   

Governor Michelle-Lujan Grisham, the New Mexico Department of Health and the Public Education 

Department made the decision late Thursday afternoon to close preK-12 public schools throughout the state 

of New Mexico due to the outbreak of the international Coronavirus (COVID-19) in our state this week. 

Superintendents and school leaders were informed of the decision on Thursday evening, as the news was 

breaking! Earlier in the day, Superintendents and Charter leaders had a 2.5-hour conference call with the 

Secretaries for Education and Department of Health in which we were told schools would remain open, but 

with limitations such as serving lunches in the classroom, and limiting passing periods and large group 

functions to 100 or less.   

There will be more information provided to us after the Governor’s press conference this morning.  This is 

what I do know at the current time: 

New Mexico currently has six presumptive cases of the virus.  There are no cases reported at the current 

time in Rio Arriba County.  Espanola Public Schools will be closed March 16-April 3.  Our schools will 

tentatively reopen on Monday, April 6; however, much will depend on the containment of the Coronavirus.  

The decision to close schools came abruptly on Thursday evening.   

Since Espanola Public Schools is currently on spring vacation, District officials will meet at 1:00 p.m. on 

Sunday afternoon to plan and work out logistics during the closure, including food options for students and 

expectations for school employees regarding work schedules for the next three weeks.  We will most likely 

have to make up days at the end of the school year; however, we will calculate this against the time we have 

built into the school calendar for snow days and other school emergencies in order to determine the exact 

number of days that will need to be made up. Our Educational Services Center will remain open during this 

period of time, and our Board of Education will continue to conduct its business through regularly scheduled 

meetings. 

All student travel has been cancelled.  This includes athletic events, games and competitions. We will 

learn more today regarding possible practices and schedules for student athletes. The NDI performance in 

partnership with the Pojoaque Valley Schools has been cancelled.  Assessment windows will be expanded into 

May. 

The Governor will conduct a virtual press conference this morning at 10 AM and she will detail the plans 

for school closures.  The press conference will be streamed live at www.facebook.com/GovMLG/.  The press 

conference will also be broadcast by news channels KOB 4; KOAT 7; and KRQE 13.  
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Please listen to School Messenger messages in their entirety regarding our school district closure in the 

next few days and coming weeks.  Current information will be posted and updated regularly on our website at 

www.k12espanola.org .  In case you have not looked at our website lately, please do so as all the latest 

information from the CDC and DOH are posted and updated daily.   

Thank you for your cooperation and patience as we work through the logistics and details of our school 

district closure. 

Sincerely, 

 

Bobbie J. Gutierrez, Superintendent 
Espanola Public Schools  
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